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□ Box No. VI 
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Basis of .the opinion 
Priority 



Non-establlahment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(l) with regard to notify, inventive step or .ndustrtal 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting 6uch statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2, FURTHER ACTION 

Ifademandforin^^^ 
written oplnlooofl the 

win not be so considered. 
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International application No. 
WRITTEN OPINION OF THE pCTOB2004to01211 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHI NG AUTHORITY 

— * JC05 Recti PCOTT0 i- 9 SEP 2005 



Box No. 1 Basi$ of the opinion^ 



(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

. u . Mtt , r AI¥l ; nA acjd RMUBnce disclosed in the International application and 

a. type of material: 

E. a sequence fisting 

□ tables) related to the sequence listing 

b. foimat of material: 

0 in written format 

H in computer readable form 

c. time of fflingAimishing: 

S contained in the international application as filed, 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
B furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. B Inedditk*^^ 

SKi^r»£ 

appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
WRITTEN OPINION OF THE -y PCTOB2OO40O1211 

Xternational SEARCHING authority 



BoxNoJ] Priority 



1.8 TOefolloWmg document has not been furnished: 

S^S^aKrconsid^ to be the relevantdate. 
3, Additional observations, If necessary. 
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International application No. 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE authority PCT/SB2004O01211 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



No. Ill Non-^lshment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive atepandindusfr^ 



Box. 

applicability 



^^^^^^^ 

□ the entire international application, 
0 claims Noe. 1-3, 7,8 (partially) 

meaningful opinion could be formed ««, fl 

C of the Administrative Instructions In that 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

n ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

□ see separate sheet for further details 
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International application No. 
PCT/GB2004O01211 



Bex No. V Reasoned statement ^J&jMm&XSS^ '"^ " 



!Sm,JB5a S="«raaon> such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1942 


No: 


Claims 


1-18 


Yes; 


Claims 


19-32 


No: 


Claims 


1-18 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-32 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



- ^ No yjjj certain ebseivatlens on the inter national application . . 

claims are fully supported by the description, are maae. 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING prT/fiB2004/001211 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2004/QQ1Z11 



Re Item III. 



Present claims 1 -3, 7 and 8 relate to an extremely large number of possible primers 
(see definition of primers on p. 4, 1. 31-p.5, 1. 31; p. 8. 1. 1-22, which comprise basically 
ANY possible primer sequence). Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT Is to be found, however, for only a very 
small proportion of the primers claimed. In the present case, the claims so lack support, 
and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search oyer the whole of the 
claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has been earned out for those 
IZ of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts 
relating to primers as defined by SEQ ID NO:1 and 3. 

Re Item V. 

The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 • US6291170 (Stanford University (US)) 18 September 2001 (2001-09-18) 
D2 j EP 0 549 107 A (SYNTEX INC) 30 June 1993 (1993-06-30) 



1. Novelty and Inventive step (Art 33(2)(3), PCT) 

11 It is oointed out that the present opinion concerning novelty, inventive step and 
IndS "fers to subject-matter for which an Intemafonal 
Search Report has been established (see Item III). 

1 2 The oresent application relates to primers used in single primer RT PCR, which 

1 2 SS 5' end a sequence found in the 5' end of the RNA molecule to be 
Scribed C5' consensus sequence") and which compnse a the,r 3 end a 
sequence which can hybridise to the 3' end of the 3' region of the RNA molecule 
ZSZSL ("hybridising sequence"). Methods for «^ *^2"io 
«linat!on with ribosomal display, and Wts for carrying out said methods are also 



claimed. 



M D1 discloses /ntera/^^ 

sequence" (here: T7 RNA polymerase binding site) and a hybrid.s,ng sequence 
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(here- poly T) (col. 3, lines 59-62; col. 8. lines 4-60; Rg. 1 , SEQ ID NO:1). Further, 
Si««y « cDNA using said primer as the only primer (sing e primer 
PGR) in a reverse transcription step (col 3, iines 1 0-15) as well as a comb.nat.on 
of this method with the use of a single primer, comprising , th« > "5' consensus 
sequence" in a PCR reaction (SEQ ID NO:2) is described (col. 2, lines 14-19). 
Consequently, subject-matter of present claims 1 -1 8 lacks novelty over D1 (Art. 
33(2), PCT). 

1 4 D2 describes several methods of single primer PCR, including a method < y^lch 
uses a primer containing a *S> consensus sequence" (here named EP2) and a 
-hvbridisina sequence" (here named EP1 ). The target polynucleotide to be 
S an RNA molecu.e which is ampiified by the use of reverse 
transcriptase (Rg. 4; page 5, line 12-page 6. line 1 4; page 1 1 , lines 47-49, page 
15 lines 4-8; page 16, lines 44-45;). 

h JToi D2 subject-matter of ciaims 1 -8 and 1 2-1 8 does not fulfil the 
requirement of novelty as set out in Art. 33(2), PCT. 



Re item Vlll. 

2. Clarity (Art. 6, PCT) 

It is clear from the description and claims that it is essential for the primers used in 

Sna recover; methods to emprise « * 1 
"a 3- seauenoe capable of hybridising to a 3' region of the mRNA ). 
Since XpeTn claims 1 2 and 22 do not contain this feature, ■MM* 
noTTetto requirement following from Article 6 PCT taken in combination with 

features essential to the definition of the invention. 

2.2 It is not clear to which ctoim category (i.e. "product ciaim" or "method claim") 
claims 27 and 28 belong to. 

2.3 Present claim 6 seems to be redundant in view of claims 1 and 5. 



2.1 
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